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DFW Walk for Lungevity Foundation– 

11/7/2009; (l to r) Jade Hunter, Soror 

Melaniece D. Slone, Vanessa James, 

Soror Terresha D. Stevens 
Worship Service– Westside Baptist Church;(l to r) Soror 

Leah Benson, Vanessa James, Soror Melaniece D. Slone, 

Jade Hunter, Soror Terresha D. Stevens�
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Soror  Vanessa James is a Study Coordinator with Co-
vance Laboratories.  She received her BS in Biology 
from the University of Texas at Arlington in 2006 and 
hopes  to attain her Medical Degree in Medicine in the 
near future.  She is currently the President of the Na-
tional Association of Colored Women’s Club 
(NACWC) Sisters with Voices (SWV) Soror Vanessa 
is married to DeMarques James and they have one 
daughter Jada. Her line name is “ Intuition” .    
 
Soror  Jade Hunter  is a Mental Health Tech with Santé Center for Healing.  She received her BS 
in Psychology from the University of North Texas in 2008 and is currently working on her Mas-
ters in Family Counseling with Dallas Baptist University. Jade is a long time volunteer as a Big 
Sister with Big Brothers and Big Sisters.  Her line name is “Diligence”. 
 
EO is very proud to welcome these super bright and intelligent ladies to our chapter and sister-
hood.  Congratulations Sorors and welcome!  
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IOTA NATIONAL 
PROGRAM 

 
� � American Education 

Week is one of Iota’s 
National Programs 
where Sorors work in 
support of  the National 
Education Association 
via its national theme 
to celebrate and em-
brace America’s public 
schools. 

� � www.iota1929.org 

Epsilon Omicron Chapter Celebrates the History and Embraces American Education Week 
The National Education Association was one of the creators and original sponsors of American Education Week.  

Distressed that 25 percent of the country©s World War I draftees were illiterate and 9 percent were physically unfit, 
representatives of the NEA and the American Legion met in 1919 to seek ways to generate public support for education. 

 

The conventions of both organizations subsequently adopted resolutions of support for a national effort to raise public 
awareness of the importance of education. In 1921, the NEA Representative Assembly in Des Moines, Iowa, called  for 
designation of one week each year to spotlight education. In its resolution, the NEA called for: "An educational week ... 
observed in all communities annually for the purpose of informing the public of the accomplishments and needs of the public 
schools and to secure the cooperation and support of the public in meeting those needs." 

 

The first observance of American Education Week occurred December 4-10, 1921, with the NEA and American Legion as 
the cosponsors. A year later, the then U.S. Office of Education joined the effort as a cosponsor, and the PTA followed in 
1938. 

 

This year the Epsilon Omicron chapter participated in Parents Day, a day when schools across the nation invite parents into 
the classroom to experience firsthand what a school day is like for their child. The initiative is designed to spotlight the 
importance of parental involvement.  

 

Ongoing research shows that parental involvement in schools improves student achievement, reduces absenteeism, and 
restores parents© confidence in their children©s education.  

 

Our own Soror Terresha D. Stevens who is a proud parent of two went to observe her son Jimmy Stevens (JD) and Joci 
Stevens at the daycare that they attend. Soror Stevens found the experience to be rewarding to see firsthand what her 
children experience on a daily basis. 
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3-11:30 am-1:00 pm – Legislative Luncheon with Senator  Wendy Davis– Hilton Arlington 2401 e Lamar Blvd, Hosted by 
Arlington Chamber of Commerce www.arlingtontx.org. 

5- 12:00 pm– Homebuyers  Workshop– Crowne Plaza Hotel– Market Center, 7050 Stemmons Freeway, Dallas, Texas, free to the 
public, contact 214-448-3575   
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